
























































































































WIDESCREEN HISTORY.  Book review by Jim Slater, former managing editor Cinema Technology UK. 

l enjoyed reading a publication from Johan Wolthuis of  International 70mm Publishers, as will anyone with 
an interest in widescreen and 70mm movies in their various incarnations. 'Widescreen History' is an A4 
'landscape' format softback of 62 pages, packed with text and pictures, many of them in colour. The 
chapters, written by Johan and a selection of widescreen industry 'gurus', include a history of widescreen 
cinema, a summary of the many widescreen processes and a detailed look at the sound and colour 
systems that have gone along with them.  

Articles on Cinerama, Cinemiracle and Kinopanorama show how these led the way to CinemaScope and 
its '55' variant, and there are fascinating essays on Vistavision, Technirama, Super Technirama, 
Cinéorama, Circarama, and Circlorama. The history continues with pages on Grandeur 70, Todd-AO, MGM 
Camera 65 and Super and Ultra Panavision. IMAX and Omnimax complete the story and bring it up to 
date. 

One of the strengths of the book is that it includes information on some of the cameras and  of the 
projectors used with the different widescreen systems, including the remarkable Oscar-winning Philips 
DP7O. There are lots of pictures of film posters and advertisements in both colour and black and white, 
from the decades when 70mm thrived, making it a useful historical collection of memorabilia. lt is a very 
personal book in many ways, with lots of instances where Johan's life-long love of 70mm shines through in 
his stories. There is an interesting piece about David Lean and his 70mm work, entitled 'Master of Epics' 
and other pieces come right up to date with the authors bemoaning the recent loss of projectionists and 
their traditional skills. There is even some information about a boothless cinema!  This is unashamedly a 
book for enthusiasts, written by enthusiasts, and l am certain that many  readers will want to buy  a copy.  
Full details on the website at www.70mmpublishers.nl             


