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20TH ANNIVERSARY
(elebration

ODEON, MARBLE ARCH

SUNDAY, 3rd MAY 1987

To mark the occasion of the 20th anniversary of the opening of the Odeon Theatre, Marble Arch, a special
celebration showing of extracts from a variety of 70mm films.

ALL PROCEEDS DONATED TO THE MUSEUM OF THE MOVING IMAGE



PROGRAMME

This morning’s programme consists exclusively of extracts of films photographed in 70mm.
More recent 70mm ‘blow-ups’ of 35mm films have been excluded. Many of the extracts presented this
morning are from films no longer commercially available in 70mm, and due to the difficulty involved in
securing these rare sequences it was not possible to print a list of the films we are presenting.

Below are contemporary advertisements for some of the films we are presenting this morning.

Other extracts we expect to show this morning include The Micracle of TODD-AQ presented
at 30 frames per second, Spartacus and The Bible.
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| wish to thank the following for their assistance with this
morning’s charity performance.

Amber Valley Typesetting Services, Charles Beddow, Roger
Bennett, The Cinema Theatre Association, Columbia
Pictures, Dion Hanson of Dolby Labs., David Jones, Mercia
Cinema Society, The National Film Archive, Rank Theatres,
Rank Film Distributors and Twentieth Century Fox.
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The original Odeon, formerly the Regal

MARBLE ARCH ODEON

The present theatre was built on the site of the former Regal/Odeon, Marble Arch. The Regal
opened to the public on 25th November 1928. Prior to this there had been an official opening attended by
Prince Arthur of Connaught. Guests at the opening ceremony were served by glasses of champagne in their
seats by ‘nippies’ from a nearby Lyon’s Corner House. The opening film was an Al Jolson ‘talkie’, The
Singing Fool.

The Regal had a semi-atmospheric auditorium with a Roman theme and seated 2,400. It had a
fully-equipped stage, an orchestra lift, a restaurant, an organ and three entrances. The Regal was built by
A.E. Abrahams who was also responsible for the Regals in Grays, Edmonton, West Norwood and Uxbridae,
plus the State, Grays.. The Regal’s architect was was Clifford Aish who desianed such cinemas as the Regal,
Edmonton, the Dominion, Walthamstow and the Coronation, Manor Park.

The Regal was controlled by ABC from September 1929 until January 1945, when it was
purchased by the Odeon group, who closed the cinema, and reopened it as the Odeon on 9th September
1945 with A Bell For Adano. Numerous famous films were premiered at the Odeon including Oliver Twist,
The Lavender Hill Mob, Caesar & Cleopatra and lesser-known films such as Carthage In Flames and The
Brides of Dracula. On 17th November 1949 the King and Queen attended the Royal Film Performance,
The Forsyte Saga at the Odeon. The film was supported by a stage show entitled, Cinderella Meets The
Stars, starring George Murphy, Margaret Lockwood, Gregory Peck, Anna Neagle, Walter Pidgeon,
Rossalind Russell, Sir Ralph Richardson, Jean Simmons, Richard Todd, Ann Sothern, David Tomlinson,
Googie Withers, Jack Warner, and Michael Wilding. The compere was Ben Lyon.

On 22nd March 1964 the outdated Odeon closed with The Long Ships starring Richard Widmark
and Sidney Poitier. It was subseauently demolished and replaced with the present theatre. The new Odeon
seats 1,360 and was desianed by T.P. Bennett & Sons who also designed the Odeons in Haverstock Hill and
Highgate. The Odeon opened on 2nd February 1967 with the premiere of A Funny Thing Happened On
The Way To The Forum. Several major films have been premiered here including Sleuth, Hello Dolly,
Doctor Dolittle, The Professionals, Far From The Madding Crowd and Finians Rainbow. The Odeon has
changed very little since it opened, it still has the largest commercial screen in the country, and now has
optical and 6-track magnetic Dolby Stereo.

Plans for the future include a 70mm season, and in 1988 a double anniversary show to celebrate
the 60th anniversary of the opening of the Reaal and the Odeon’s 21st birthday.




Brochure issued for the world premier of Soloman & Sheba in 1359
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3Smm Frame ... used of the fully-integrated Super
for standard produc- Technirama 70 system .. . whose
tions, expanded field of vision and reso.
ution permits truer fidelity than

any other process in use today

WRAP AROUND SCREEN

Therefore Super Technirama 70 means super-dimension-
alized projection on a living screen ... a wider, deeper
and more detailed picture than heretofore attainable.
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